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on 6-14-01 subject Martin Ramirez was arrested pursuant to drug violation
charges stemming from an ongoing operation. Ramirez was brought to the
Police Department for questioning regarding his drug-trafficking and possible
involvement or knowledge into the Cap's Saloon homicide case where victim Ray
ganchez was killed.

After Officer Link had made contact with Ramirez and Ramirez invoked his
Constitutional Rights, he was then placed in a holding cell. He later was
banging on the door of the holding cell, requesting contact with Officer
Link. I made contact with Ramirez who informed me that he wished to gpeak
further with officer Link. I informed him that if he wished to gpeak with
officer Link that he must reinitiate the interview for discussion with him as
he has already requested a lawyer before answering questions. Ramirez stated

that he did wish to initiate conversation with Officer Link and would like toO
speak with him. '

wWhile in the hallway area, near the holding cells of the galinasg Police

Jpartment, I could hear Ramirez speaking with Sofia Rocha. They were -
talking back and forth about cooperating with police. Ramirez was agking
Rocha if they should cooperate and she was in turn stating that she didn’t
4 w and that it was up to him. This conversation went back and forth for
wral minutes when they decided that they would cooperate.

-
o

Ramirez again knocked on the door agking to speak with Officer Link. I
informed Cfficer Link of this information that Ramirez wished contact with
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h .rez then made contact with Officer Link who brought him into the

interview room. Ramirez indicated on videotape that he was the one who was
initiating this contact and understood his Constitutional Righte which were
explained to him and wanted to waive those rights and speak with us without
an attorney present. That admonishment and reinitiated interview is all on
the videotape as well as this interview that I conducted with Martin Ramirez,
That videotape was later marked, tagged, and placed into Evidence.

This follow-up report will be a synopsis of that interview with Martin

Ramirez. For further details, refer to the videotape which was placed into
Evidence.

Upon first speaking with Martin Ramirez, he explained his personal history.
Ramirez stated that he wae Northern Structure and that he had met Bird (real
name Albert Larez) while at Pelican Bay State Prison. Ramirex stated that he
was schooled by Bird into the Nuestra Familia’s workings, dealings, and
conetitution and organization. Ramirez stated that Bird had also told him
that when he gets out of prison, he wants Ramirez to work with him in the

Nuestra Familia (NF) ae security as Bird would be in charge of the regiment
'3§t runs from Salinas up to Merced.

Ramirez stated that he has known Armando Santa Cruz from the early days in
~-linas when they were all young. Ramirez stated that he was a Salinas. East

eta gang member as he was from Acosta Plaza and Armando Santa -Cruz was
» the Bast Las Casitas strest gang.

Ramirez then explained to me of the new order of the Nuestra Familia.
Ramirez stated that the new crder contains a general on the inside who runs

everything within the prison system and there is a general on the outside who
ie in charge of all the regiments on the streets.

Ramirez stated that currently the general on the outside who is in charge of
all of the regiments in Northern California is a subject by the name of Danny
Achille. Ramirez stated that he has regiments in Sacramento County, Santa
Clara County, Monteresy County; and Tulare County. Ramirez stated that he wae
introduced to the general, Danny Achille, by Bird.

Ramirer stated that when he was introduced to Achille, he was introduced to

him as a "carnal", meaning an NF soldier, by Bird. Ramirez said that Achille
knew he really wasn’t an NF soldier, just a Northern Structure helper,
although Ramirez said that he went to all the NF meetings.

Ramirez said that Bird (Larez) got out of prison in February 2001. Ramirez
stated that they hocked up and started working together, making money dealing
nugs. Ramirez stated that on one particular night, he drove Bird over to
armando Santa Cruz's residence in Salinas for a meeting. Ramirez stated that
once they were at Santa Cruz's residence, Santa Cruz was kind of "tripping®

‘uge he was there. Ramirez stated that Santa Cruz had told Birxd not to
g Ramirez cver there because of Ramirez's family ties.

Ramirez stated that his brother, Miguel Medina, had testified against Matt
Rocha in his trial; therefore, they didn’t think he could be trusted.
Ramirez stated that Bird told Armando that it was okay and that Ramirez was
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& Undercover carnal in the NF and that everything was ckay.

Ramirez went on to state that in April of this year 2001, Bird had gotten
arrested with Smokey (Jaime Rodriguez) and were both sent back ta prison.
Ramirez stated that he was then contacted by Achille and was asked by Achille
to be the liaison between he, Danny, and Armandc Santa Crug. Ramirez stated
that this was because Achille had never actually met Armando Santa Cruz but
only knew of him. Ramirez stated that he then introduced Armande Santa Cruz
to Achille. Ramirez stated that Armandeo Santa Cruz, although not-knewing

Achille personally, was in fact the regimental commander for the Monterey
County Huestra Familia,

 Ramirez stated that Achille had told him that he had heard of Armando Santa
Cruz and Regue Martinez but that they are youngsters and inexperienced and so
he wanted Ramirez to be the one to pass down information from him to them.

He stated this way he knew the information would be straight and would go in

that order down the ladder from him, to Ramirez, to Santa Cruz, then down to
Rogue Martinez who had his own street crew.

mirez stated that drug money went from the street dealers te Rogue Martinez
wnen to Armando Santa Cruz.then to Ramirez and up to Achille and everyone
made money along the way, Ramirez stated that Achille was giving Santa Cruz
—roximately $1,000 a week at least and that Roque and his crews were making
‘r money from the street dealers. Ramirez stated that he had his own
L «8r on the street and that Achille had told Armando Santa Cruz not te get
involved with Ramirez’s business. Ramirez stated that he was making
approximately $1,800 a week which was a lot better than the $8 an hour job he

had at the time. Ramirez stated that everything is about dealing drugs and
making money for the NF and thempelves

I then asked Ramirez why the hit on Ray Sanchez.

Ramirez said that Ray Sanche:z was cutting inteo their money-making business in
the drug dealing operation. Ramirez stated that Sanchez had a three te one
ratio of dealers, that being for every three of Sanchez’s dealers there was -
one NF dealer. This was cutting into their making money. Ramirez stated
that Sanchez had everything across the tracks in Chinatown area so Rogue v
Martinez had his street dealer, who goes by the name of Woody) selling to the
rear of the Tortilla Factory at Pajaro/Market St. Ramirez stated that

Sanchez didn't like it and went up to "Woody" one day and told him he didn‘'t
want him selling there anymore and that he had to leave.

Ramirez stated that Woody left the area because he didn’t want to deal with
*+ and told him what had happened. Ramirez stated that he told Armando Santa
' z what had happened te Woody and what was told to him and he further told
Santa Cruz that he himself would go talk to Sanchez about it. He just wanted
tn let Santa Cruz know in case Sanchez did something stupid. Ramirez stated

after having that conversation with Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz had told him:
let ma deal with ig.n

Ramirez stated that the situstion that was going on in the Chinatown and
Tortilla Factory area was then explained to the general, Achille, Ramire=z

stated that Achille had told him that there was encugh dope for everyona in
CRrher-4 F3da
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saL area and that what they ehould do is work out a 50/50 split in the drug
cafficking. He explained that for every two of Sanchez's dealers, there
hould be two of our dealers and this way everyone will make enough money.
amirez stated that he then passed this information down te Armando Santa
ruz. Santa Cruz then got in kouch with Rogque and he was explained the 50/50
plit two dealexr to two dealer ratic and to talk to Ray Sanchez about this

orking relationship.

amirez stated a few days hefore Sanchez was killed, Rogue had made contact
rith Sanchez at the rear of the Tortilla Factory te explain this business
yroposition of the 50/50 split. Ramirez gtated that Sanchez had basically
.0ld him, "fuck you, 1'm the king of this area, it*s all mine," and did not
vigh them to werk in that area.

iamirez said the next thing he was told about by a female, Chuka, and the
street dealer, Woody, ig that after Ray Sanchez had told Rogue Martinez,
"fuck you, it was his ares, he was king, and nobody was going te tell him how
to run his dope, " that Rogque, who was in the accompaniment of Armando Frias,
had pulled a gun out on Ray Sanchez. Ramirez stated that Sanchez then took

[ running away from the area only to return a while later with his cougins
and some of his homehoys who were all armed. Ramirez gtated that when they
returned, Rogue and Armando Frias had left the area.

\ i

1 rez stated that Sanchez started running his mouth and bragging to
e _yone that he is the chief running this town and look what happened when
he came back with his homeboys that Rogue just left- the area.

Roque Martinez then contacted Armando Santa Cruz, explaining about what had
happened about Sanchez running his mouth now and was seeking permission tO
"hit" Sanchez. Ramirez stated that Santa Cruz then contacted him and that he
then made contact with Achille and explained the slituation to him about what
had happened and that santa Cruz and Rogque Martinez wanted permission to
nhit" Ray Sanchez. Ramirezr stated that Achille had told him: “Ho bloodshed.
Everything’s working out fine.®

pamirez stated that he then rold Achille about the threat out there,
reference Sanchez's homeboys with guns. Ramirez stated that Achille again
said: "No bloodshed. Just make money, but if there’s a confrencation go
ahead and take care of it.® Ramirez stated that he believes Santa Cruz also
contacted Achille about this problem and that he had personally asgked
Achille's permissicn for the hit. Ramirez stated that he had only heard that
information about Santa Cruz's contact. He then went ahead and passed the
information on to Armando Santa cruz from Achille regarding the no bloodshed
Yyt if there is a confrontation with the threats to go ahead and take care of

L]

Ramirez said that when he passed on the information to Santa Cruz that Santa
"= then told Rogue Martinez to hit Sanchez. Ramirez stated that he

Jieves it was the very next day after that conversation that he had
explained to Armande that Armando Santa Cruz had called him and gaid he
(8anchez) had been taken care of.

1 asked Remirez what gpecifically was said by Armando Santa Eiﬁij Efffrﬂi
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ga.d that when Armando Santa Cruz called him, he, Roque Martinez, said
ganchez was taken care of. Ramirez asked, "What?" Armando Santa Cruz then
paid that he, Rogue Martinez, had seen him at the bar, saw the situation,
took advantage of it, and took care of him.

-

Famirez said that he assumed from the conversation that it was Rogue Martinesz
who had hit Ray Banchez. Ramirez stated that he then called Achille and
relayed the informatien te him about the hit on Ray Sanchez. Ramirez said
that he told“Santa Cruz that there was mot to be any bloodshed and Santa Cruz
gaid that there was a prior confrontation and threat and that he (Santa Cruz)
would call Achille himself and explain it to him. Ramirez said that he then

told Santa Cruz to make sure that he tells Achille that he had given him the
message about no bloodshed.

Ramirez said he later spoke to Armando Santa Cruz whe informed him that he
had spoken to Achille and had justified the hit to him.

Ramirez said that ic wasn't until a f[ew days later that he learned it was
Armando Friaes, whom he refers to as Little Mando, who had killed Ray Sanchez
4 not Rogue Martinez. Ramirez said Frias is part of Rogue's crew and that
i do Santa Cruz told him he had just found out also that it was him and
not Rogue who had done the hit. Santa Cruz had informed Ramirez that Rogue
* rtinez had given Frias the order te hit Sanchez. It was also learned from

reaz that afterwards Frias ended up leaving the area or the state of
¢ .fornia.

In an attempt to summarize the statement to Ramirez, I asked him: "In
summary, you explained to Danny Achille the problems with drug dealing in
Salinas that they were experiencing with Sanchez and that Armands Santa Cruz
wanted the okay for the hit on Ray Sanchez and thus Danny told you (Ramirez)
no bloodshed, just make money but if there’'s a confrontation take care of it,
do what you got to do. You then pass on this info to Armando Banta Cruz who
~then tells Rogue Martinez to hit Ray Sanchez." Ramirez then stated to me,

"Yegs, In summary that is it." Ramirez stated the bottom line is it's all
about money.

Ramirez was asked who had sponsored Armando Santa Cruz and Rogque Martinez or
"pulled them in" into the NF. Ramirez stated that it was Copas who is Hector
Gallegos. Gallesos is the one who had schooled them and taught them
everything they needed to know to become Nuestra Familia persons.

I asked Ramirez if everyone believes that he himself is Nuestra Familia.
Ramirez stated that "yes" everyone from the street soldler up but he said he
is really not and is just Northern Structure helping ocut the NF.
]
After concluding the interview with Ramirez, I spoke with Officer Hauschild
and Officer Link regarding their feelings based on their experience as Gang
* 3lligence Officers. They both stated that they believed Ramirez is a
stra Familiar member and may be a possible "sleeper.®

Request Depucty District Attorney Pam Ham review this report to assess the

possible filing of charges on Martin Ramirez in this murder ﬁﬁﬁi%tinn or
utilizing him as a witness against perscns charged.




